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1. We are back at it after an unexpected vacation due to the weather.  

Hopefully we are well rested and have our sites set on a strong finish.  This 
is the second half of the race.  In the first half, we make plans and establish 
what we need to get done during the course of the year to call it a success.  
The second part of the race is usually about execution.  Simply holding 
ourselves accountable and making sure we address and take care of the 
things we know to be most important.  I’ve learned that we don’t manage 
people but people manage themselves against shared and clear criteria.  
Make sure you have clear targets for what you want to get done this school 
year.  Clear targets makes executing during the second half of the race 
much easier.   

2. Our middle school basketball tournament and cheerleading competition 
will conclude on Monday.  Each year our middle school basketball players 
and cheerleaders look forward to this event and it is a highlight of many of 
those student-athletes’ middle school experience.  Thanks to our middle 
school coaches, athletic directors and principals for insuring all went 
smoothly during this event. 

3. On February 26, 2014 we will have a Healthy Choices for Youth Mini-
Conference for Student Support Services Staff.  All counselors, social 
workers, nurses and guidance staff will attend and the featured presenter 
will be Dave Opalewski.  Dr. Opalewski is a professor at Central Michigan 
University and is the author of Confronting Death in the School Family, 
Answering the Cry !for Help: A Suicide Prevention for Schools and 
Communities, Understanding and Addressing Adolescent Grief Issues, 
Understanding and Addressing Children Grief Issues, and also has been 
published several times in professional journals. He is a highly sought after 
speaker at state and national conferences and conducts professional 
development trainings for several school districts throughout the Country. 
He will be conducting training on depression and suicide prevention for our 
Student Support Services staff.   

4. Our DAISY committee, which serves as our Student Health Advisory 
Committee for Duplin County Schools continues to thrive under the 
leadership of Edie Barfield.  Should you want to attend a DAISY meeting it 
meets in the BOE Conference Room the second Tuesday of each month at 
12:00 pm. 

5. Thanks for all you do.  Remember our ultimate work is to support the 
academic growth of our students.  Research shows that children who are in 
school most of the time do better on standardized tests.  Kids who are 
absent more score lower. Being late for school hurts if students are in a 
class where a teacher is using time wisely.  A student late 10 minutes a day 
will miss 30 hours of instruction each year.   

 
Important Dates: 
Nursing meeting –Feb 11@ 8:00am 
Daisy meeting-Feb 11@12:00pm 
Support Services Staff Development- Feb 26 @ 8:30am 
 
“Outlook determines outcome and attitude determines action.” 
       Warren Wiersbe 


